
Son, Brother, Uncle, Priest, Friend. . . . 

 

Born on September 7, 1928, Fr. Charles was  the ninth child in the family of 

Carmelo “Charles” and Nunziatina “Nancy” (Cipriano) Caserta.  His older 

brothers and sisters — Anthony, Fr. Ang, Eleanor Johnston, Bert, Joseph, 

Rose Tyler, Virginia Marsili, Amelia Gillis— and he were later joined by 

Vincent, William, and Thomas.   

Knowing that he wanted to be a priest since the fourth grade, Fr. Charles 

entered the seminary in 9th grade. He was ordained on May 29, 1954,             

celebrating his first Mass at St. Boniface.  Fr. Charles’ appointments       

included various parishes and positions. He served as Pastor of Transfigura-

tion Parish, West Milton, from October, 1979 until June, 1994, upon his re-

tirement from active ministry. He went to be with his Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ on October 10, 2019. 

Ann Bradl remembers her great-uncle as a kind, funny/ornery, loving, generous man.  On his one day off 

a week— usually Wednesday — he would come to Piqua to visit with his mother and to cook dinner for 

all the Casertas that could attend.  Ann recalls walking to her Grandma’s after school every Wednesday, 

doing homework, helping with dinner preparation, and enjoying a meal with all of her uncles, aunts, and 

cousins.  “He was a very good cook!” she said, adding, “He made the best cookies and breads!” 

Being on the water at Lake Loramie was Fr. Charles’ happy place.  “In the summer,” Ann said, “he 

would take the nieces/nephews (no parents) to the family’s cottage on Filburns Island.  We ran wild and 

had the best times there!  Family was so important to him.”   

“I first met Fr. Charley Caserta when I was very young.” recalls St. Boniface Parishioner Dave Butt. 

“His brother Bill and family lived two houses from my family, so we’d often see him when he visited.  

He was a prankster and was always successful in making me and the others laugh. My brother Rob once 

recalled a time when Fr. Charley took the Caserta kids along with the other neighborhood kids playing in 

our combined backyard to the Tasty Treat.  He let everyone get “Big” ice cream cones! Rob said, ‘I did-

n’t think about this at the time, but he spent a small fortune, and priests aren’t paid all that much!’”  

Dave added, “I shared that story with Fr. Charley when he first moved back to Piqua.  He laughed with a 

grin on his face saying, ‘There were a lot of kids in that neighborhood!”’ 

“When Fr. Charley moved back to Piqua,” Dave continued, “I was able to receive the Sacrament of   

Reconciliation with him on a regular basis.  My time with him in the Sacrament was good for my soul, 

and I'll always treasure my encounter. One time he said, ‘Remember that God loves sinners, so 

he especially loves you David!’  Fr. Charley was a one of a kind priest and a very good man.” 

Cathy Large, co-director of the Bethany Center, remembers Fr. Charles as a quiet, but great supporter of 

the Bethany Center.  He regularly donated food and money.  In lieu of flowers, he asked that               

contributions be made to the Bethany Center.  “He was a sweetie,” she said. 
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Tending the Master’s 

Vineyard 

ST.  MARY & ST .  BONIFACE CATHOLIC CHURCHES  

In Loving Memory 

Rev. Charles W. Caserta 
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St. Mary Altar Society:     

In November, the St. Mary Altar Society purchased a beautiful new pall (the linen piece that 

covers the chalice on the altar).  In December, a year's supply of tea lights for the altar were      

ordered.  The  annual Christmas luncheon was held on Monday, December 9, at Brookdale of 

Piqua.  Being a carry-in, members enjoyed a wide variety of dishes shared.  Christmas cards 

were signed by all those attending and, along with red carnations, were delivered to Piqua             

nursing home residents.  Cards were mailed to the homebound.  From beginning to end, the 

group enjoyed musical  entertainment by local guitarist Jimmy Felts.  The group will not meet 

in January, however, weather conditions allowing, our next meeting will be on February 10, 

2020, at the Lighthouse Cafe when we will discuss desserts for the Fish Fry in March.  

Adult Faith Formation:  

Coffee and Doughnuts: Will be offered four times after the 9:00 and 11:00 am Masses: October 6, Decem-

ber 1, February 2, and April 5. This event is hosted by various parish organizations, coordinated 

by the AFF and funded by our parishes’ Family Life groups. Please join us for food and fellow-

ship.  

Fall Faith offering: The DVD program The Mass by Bishop Robert Barron’s Word on Fire 

Institute was offered in two sessions for six weeks lead by members of the Adult Faith Forma-

tion Commission. 

Mass of Remembrance: A Mass honoring deceased members of both parishes was held at St. Boniface on 

November 3 at 11:00 am.  As names were read, families came forward and lit a candle.  A reception            

followed in the Caserta Center. 

Dynamic Catholic Resources: Boxes containing free materials are available in both churches and the chapel 

for parishioners.  Feel free to keep, return, or pass on to others. 

Prayer Partners:  Parishioners are again partnering to pray for our fourteen eighth grade Confirmation    

Candidates and three RCIA candidates and catechumens during their formation period. 

Christ Renews His Parish: The women’s retreat will be held on February 8.  Contact Teresa Burnside (937-

570-9447), Karen Wendeln (773-7108) or Julie Tyler (773-2700) if interested. The men’s retreat will be held 

February 22. Contact Dana Decknadel (937-214-0681) if interested. This is a program of personal renewal for 

parishioners led by parishioners and free of charge. 

Pre-Lent Faith Offering: Two DVD Pivotal Players programs by Bishop Robert Barron’s Word on Fire  

Institute will be offered on Wednesday in the Caserta Center at 1:15 and 6:15 pm. “Bishop Fulton Sheen 

Communicator” on February 5. “St. John Henry Newman, the Convert” on February 12th.  Members of the 

Adult Faith Formation commission will facilitate.  

Lent: The Commission is now in the planning stages for the upcoming Lenten season.      

Stations of the Cross will be offered on Thursday evenings at St. Mary and Sunday after-

noons at St. Boniface.  The book Matthew10-20; On the Road with Jesus by Kevin Perrotta 

will be offered for individual or small group Bible study for six weeks.   A Family movie 

night will be offered on Saturday March 28 in the Caserta Center. Times and further                          

information will be listed in the bulletin during Lent. 

The Adult Faith Formation Commission is comprised of members from both parishes, along with Fr. Hunt 

and Diane Mengos.  Meetings are held at the North Street Campus on the third Tuesday of the month at 7pm.  

Questions concerning our activities, please contact Barb Kohl (773-9205 or bkohl@woh.rr.com). 

Parish Activities 
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St. Boniface/St. Mary Mission Committee:     

The drawing for the Fall Raffle was held on November 30 and the winners were Sue Monroe, Sylvia Piatt, 

Edna Stiefel, and Judy Meckstroth.  Congratulations to all of you. 

Thank you for supporting our missions through your donations via the Giving Trees.  Also, thank you to all 

who recycle their aluminum cans by giving them to us.  This is a great money maker!  You can continue to 

bring them to 1104 Washington Avenue.  Just put the bags on the porch, and we will put them in the truck.  If 

you feel comfortable putting them on the truck, that’s fine, too.  Thanks to Bob Hartings for taking the cans to 

the recycling center. 

Our next meeting will be January 27 at 6pm in the North Street Campus 

meeting room.  Come in the ramp door, please.  We will be discussing 

desserts for the Lenten Fish Fries and other items.  Everyone is        

welcome to come to the meetings. 

We will be getting ready to have the annual Rummage Sale in July.  If 

you have anything to donate, please call Don Stonerock at 773-

2400. You can call any time, but be sure you talk if no one                

answers.   We do not answer phone numbers that are unavailable or  

unknown. Each year we have the sale, we are sitting on pins and              

needles wondering will we have as much sale items as last year or not 

enough?   Will we make enough for the missions?   But, with your help 

we seem to get through it and have enough. Thank you again, for      

supporting the missions. 

Respect Life Committee: 

In 2020, we will be focusing on a different prolife issue each month of the year.  While abortion is a major 

prolife issue, it is not the only one.  There will be a prolife prayer intention in the bulletin each month.  These 

will also be posted on the prayer chain.  Join us throughout the year in praying for all these issues, that there 

will be a renewed respect for all human life from the moment of conception to the moment of natural death. 

*  January—we will be focusing on abortion since the anniversary of Roe v. Wade is in January.           

As well, we will commemorate this sad day in special ways. 

*  February—will be the month to focus on marriage.  The family is the place where children learn to 

love and to value human life. 

*  March—will be the month to focus on the disabled.  Every human life is valued and is important.      

We will also pray for the caregivers of these special people. 

Each newsletter we will give an overview of the issues for the next three months. 

 

Ultreya:  The Piqua Ultreya meets on the fourth Saturday of each month at 

9:15am.  We will meet in the St. Boniface meeting room to share our journey 

with God and to encourage each other to a deeper relationship with Him.   

On December 28, instead of a witness, we shared our stories of “Christ”mas 

moments over the holidays.  Ultreya is an idea started by Cursillo, however, it 

is open to anyone who wishes to be encouraged and supported in their journey 

to Heaven.  For additional information, contact Greg & Donna Johnson at             

778-8187. 

Parish Activities Continued 

TENDING THE  MASTER’S  V INEYARD  

Mark Your Calendar:                                   

Mission Committee Rummage Sale                            

July 11 & 12, 2020 
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St. Boniface Family Life:  

SANTA: The Family/Parish Life Group thanks you for your overwhelming support of and donations to its 

annual Christmas project — the Shut-ins And Needy Treats Appeal.  Your generous 

“caring/sharing” helped to bring the Christmas spirit to 25 families in our community, includ-

ing 42 adults & 65 children.  In addition to the gifts, fresh fruit plates/poinsettias were deliv-

ered to our parish’s shut-ins and staff.  Our 

parishes’ Mission Committee Projects and 

the Elizabeth New Life Center  received 

donations, too. Thanks to the following for 

the giving of their time at this very busy 

time of year.   

Fruit Plate/Flower Delivery:  8th Grade Confirmation  

Candidates — Quintin Bachman,  Sophia Mitchell, Monica 

Ostendorf, Connor Stephenson and their families.                                    

Gift Delivery:  Mary Ellen Buechter,  Jo Davidson and 

Daughter, Abby Hemm & Family, Chuck Peltier,  Kevin & 

Geri Ryan, Stacy & Tyler Scott 

Cabbage Roll/Heritage Bread Sale:   1000 cabbage rolls and 400+ loaves of bread were sold at our annual 

Cabbage Roll/Heritage Bread Sale in November.  Thanks to ALL who helped make the cabbage rolls, baked 

bread, and worked at the sale — Ann Bradl, Bill Caserta, Marv & Karla Cool, Ron & Susan Curtis, Bonne Deck-

nadel, Tweetie Duer, Betty Elliott, Michael Epperly, Jane Farley, Kathy Guillozet, Theresa Henderson, Cheryl Herbe, 

Cindy Huelskamp, Jody & Bonnie Josefovsky, Barb Kohl, Rich & Pat Knab, Doug & Dolores Latham, Judy Meck-

stroth, Karen Nickol,  Billie Lewis, Chuck, Nancy & Jeff Peltier, Diane Penny,  Toni Roth, Tim & Julie Tyler, Juanita 

Ventura, Karen Warner, Robbie Webb, & Peg White.                                                                                                

And thanks, too, to ALL who helped market the sale & made purchases.  One more “Thank You” to our  

Parishes’ Staffs — for always helping with St. Boniface Family Life activities.   

                        

Thank 

you !!!! 

Parish Activities Continued 

St. Boniface Quilt Raffle:  The Winner of 

the Spool Pattern Quilt was Frank Patrizio.  

Many “thanks” to the quilters:  Connie               

Bonifas, Betty Elliott, Rose Hemm, Dolores 

Latham, Cindy Nelson,  Janet Poling,  Gloria 

Stonerock, Deb Tyler, & Peg White. 

Thanks, too, to the marketing sponsors:  

Cavaliers in Action, Garbry Ridge,  Miami 

Valley News, Piqua Library, Readmore’s 

Hallmark, St. Boniface & Knights of St. John 

Bingos, Thoma Jewelers, and the YWCA. 

Thanks! Thanks! 

Thanks! Thanks! 

To All Who Purchased 

Tickets 

                                             $1,087 Benefited the St. Boniface Oktoberfest 

AND—The WINNER is . . 
Pictured with the quilt is 

Frank’s wife, Sarah 
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St. Mary Lenten Fish Fries Celebrating Its 32nd  Year: 

Jenny Fink, a fourth grade teacher at St. Mary School, began the first Lenten Fish Fries in the school cafete-

ria in 1987 with a core group of parents and other volunteers.  “She had a brainstorm to provide a great meal 

and a place for parish and community members to get together,” said Gretchen Roeth, one of the original 

volunteers.  “Her enthusiasm and energy got everything rolling,” said Bob Hartings,  another volunteer. 

“We used a family tartar sauce recipe from the Scott family and asked Bill Caserta to make all of the cole 

slaw for us,” they added.  “Jenny ordered the fish which we battered with another Scott family breading   

recipe, and we added French fries and applesauce to the meal, and we were set to go,” continued the duo. 

“We were working in the old cafeteria of St. Mary School initially until the school (now Piqua Catholic) was 

remodeled and a new kitchen and cafeteria were opened in 1994.  In the initial years, we served about 200 

people.  Today in our 32nd  year of sponsoring the fish fries, the number has grown to well over 350,” they 

said. 

Mitch Hohlbein, current chairperson of the event, orders all of the food 

and organizes volunteers and other co-chairs who help with the 6 week 

Lenten fish fries.  “We now offer both breaded and baked fish along with 

macaroni and cheese or fries  and applesauce or cole slaw,” Hohlbein 

said.  “We also have home-made desserts available that are sold by vari-

ous parish groups as their fundraisers.” 

“Fish fries would not be possible without the many, many volunteers and 

people behind the scenes who help,” said the Hohlbeins.  “This event is a 

great time for parish and community members to enjoy some great food 

and have a chance to get together.” 

The first of the 6 week Lenten Fish Fries will take place Friday, February 

28, 2020, from 5-7 p.m. in the cafeteria of Piqua Catholic School located 

at 503 W. North Street.  Special pricing is available for children and sen-

ior citizens.  Carry-outs are also available for those that wish to take their 

meals home. For more information, contact Linda Richard at the Parish 

Office by calling 773-1327. 

Parish Activities Continued 

Many, many thanks to 

Mitch Hohlbein (and his 

family) for successfully 

chairing the Fish Fries 

for many years.  Mitch 

will be stepping down   

after this year, and a 

new chairperson will be 

needed for 2021.   

Please contact Mitch               

or Linda Richard at the 

Parish Office if you     

are interested. 

Thanks to Barb O’Leary-Vavroch for organizing the annual Rosary Crusade and to all that participated. 
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Is Your Marriage 

Hurting in Any Way? 

Has Your Marriage 

Grown Cold, Distant, 

Unloving? 

Then — Please —  Consider Retrouvaille  

A Christian Program Designed                                                

To Help Heal and Renew Marriages. 

Retrouvaille is for marriages that have lost some of 

their spark, for marriages having difficulties in                

communication, and even those marriages on the 

edge of separation or divorce.  It’s a marriage                    

program that helps couples restore/rebuild a 

healthy and loving    relationship.  The next               

program begins January 10, 11, & 12, 2020, in 

Cincinnati.  Other weekends/locations are avail-

able. For more information call (800) 470-2230 or 

visit www.helpourmarriage.org. 

Reflections . . .   Dear God,                  

                           When I stand at the beginning of a new day, 

           Bless me with the vision to see the best of things to come, 

Wisdom to make good decisions, 

And most of all faith that You are walking beside me every step of the way. 

Amen   

Parish & Other Activities Continued 

Coffee & Doughnut                 

Sundays  Return 

After the St. Mary’s 9am                                         

& St. Boniface 11am Masses 

February 2— Hosted by Adult Faith Formation                         

April 5—Hosted by Pastoral Councils 

On the left is the entrance to two  businesses featured in 

the last issue of the newsletter.  Were you able to guess 

the name of the businesses and their addresses. If you 

guessed Eagle Printing (318 N. Wayne) and GS Cuts (316 

N. Wayne), that is correct.   Congrats to                      

Bonnie Mollman for submitting the correct answer. 

The 1913 Flood occurred on March 23-26.  Several “High 

Water Mark” Signs are located around downtown Piqua.  Be the first to 

identify the exact location (street corner or building) of the sign      

featured in the photo on the right and win a pizza. Send your answer to              

piquaparishesnewsletter@gmail.com or call/text 778-8642. 



Parish & Other Activities Continued 
 

 

NEEDED:  Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors,                                                     

Sacristans & Altar Servers 

Eucharistic Ministers/Lectors: 9th Grade or Older 

Altar Servers: 5th Grade or Older 

The 3:30pm, 5pm & 7pm Masses desperately need                                   
Eucharistic Ministers & Altar Servers 

Please contact Don Stonerock, 773-2400, for more                     
information or to schedule training. 

 

Sign-up for Paperless Newsletter and PUT US OUT OF WORK! 

P AGE  7  TENDING THE  MASTER’S  V INEYARD  

On Sunday, December 1, St. Nick 

made appearances after the 9:00am 

and 11:00am Masses. Many thanks 

to our St. Nick—Ben Schellenberg. 

Label . . .  Insert . . . Fold . . . Tape . . . Sort  
(only a 1000+ times) 

Sylvia:  Don’t you wish more parishioners would sign up to receive 

the parishes’ newsletter via email and not the postal service? 

Bonne:  Yes, I do—sure would be less assembly time! This is so  

much work! 

Sylvia:  Yes it is. And, it’s so easy to sign-up to receive a paperless 

newsletter—just send an email to piquaparishesnewsletter@ 

gmail.com or call the parish offices.  



Thanks to this issue’s contributors:   

 Adult Faith Formation: Barb Kohl;  Mission Committee: Don Stonerock                                                                       

Parish Notes/Dates/Activities: Theresa Henderson,  Linda Richard , Judy Lohnes                                           

  Piqua Catholic School:  Brad Zimmerman, Christy Hayes; Reflections: Sylvia Piatt                                                     

Religious Education & Youth Ministry: Diane Mengos; Respect Life Committee: Greg & Donna Johnson 

 Retrouvaille: Doug Luken; St. Mary Lenten Fish Fries: Gretchen Roeth 

                   St. Mary Altar Society: Patti Jenkins; St. Boniface Family Life: Rose Hemm 

Ultreya: Greg & Donna Johnson 

We’d love to hear from you . . . submit names for Soldier Story, recipes for Cooking with Family/Friends, 

book reviews, poems, travel stories, and — your ideas and suggestions.  Also, if you’d like to help with                        

writing or production, please contact Renee Hemm (778-1612 or rhemm@danhemm.com) or Rose Hemm      

(778-8642 or jnrhemm@yahoo.com).      The Deadline for the Spring Issue is March 15, 2020.   
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Catholic Social Services 
Serving Montgomery, Greene, Miami, Shelby, Darke,                                                                           

Preble, Auglaize, Mercer, Logan and Champaign Counties 

Northern Office located at 100 South Main Avenue, Suite 101, Sidney OH 45365 
Contact:  Kathy Sell, Director, 833-289-0227 or 937-498-4593,                                       

ksell@cssmv-sidney.org 

Since 1921, Catholic Social Services has strengthened individuals and families                                                                    
by providing help, creating hope, and changing lives.   

Need help with an elderly loved one?  Our licensed case managers work with your family to contract for 
services that can keep seniors safe and happy at home as they age in place.  You may qualify for PASSPORT 
(State funded Medicaid waiver).  It all starts with a free assessment of level of care need.  Call our office to 
schedule an assessment or receive more information.   

Anxious or grieving?  Dealing with depression or relationship issues?  Our professional counselors can 
provide help for individuals of all ages, couples, and families who are dealing with every day stresses.  Most 
insurance accepted.  Call our office to schedule an appointment.   

Isolated and in need of basic foods?   Our FoodSource program provides a box of staple foods once a 

month to supplement the food budgets of isolated seniors.  Our volunteers will deliver the box to your door-

step.  Call our office to see if you qualify.   

Confused about transportation options?   Our RideLink call center might be able to give you some num-

bers to call.   Our mobility manager is working hard to increase transportation options in and between vari-

ous counties.  

Looking to volunteer?   CSSMV is always looking for people with a passion for helping others.  Visit our 

website at www.cssmv.org and go to “Volunteer” under the “You Can Help” tab.  

Need employment?  CSSMV needs qualified social workers, counselors, and others to join our team.  

Check out “Job and Career Opportunities” under the “About Us” tab on our website at www.cssmv.org.  

Want to help us fulfill our mission and help others in need?  Visit our website at www.cssmv.org and go 

to the “Donate Now” tab to make a gift.    

In Retrospect 

http://www.cssmv.org
http://www.cssmv.org
http://www.cssmv.org
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Weddings:            St. B. 

Jarid Jones & Cheyenne Jones (12/21/19) 

St. M. None 

Baptisms:         St. M. 
Carson Thomas Kiefer 

Son of Tyler & Taylor (Brandt) Kiefer 

(09/22/19) 

Stella Ivy Hules 
Daughter of David & Joy (Drzyzga) Hules 

(10/05/19) 

Madalyn Ann Reardon 
Daughter of Kyle & Justine (Bettinger) Reardon  

(10/06/19) 

St. B. 

Magnolia Mae Blake 
Daughter of Adam & Rachel Blake  

(10/13/19) 

Deaths:  “Our sympathy to the family members of 

these parishioners who have been called to their eter-

nal reward.”            St. B. 
Rev. Charles W. Caserta (10/10/19) 

Kathryn (Kitty) R. Weber (10/18/19) 

Mary Jane Carey (10/20/19) 

Anna E. Marden (10/21/19) 

Sommer Dawn Basye (10/25/19) 

John (Jack) E. Caulfield (10/24/19) 

Angela Renee Couchot (10/29/19) 

Katherine (Kathy) Caserta (10/31/19) 

Elaine L. Schilling (12/09/19) 

Rose Anne Butsch (12/20/19) 

St. M. 
Caroline E. Schneider (09/20/19) 

Bertha E. Bryan (10/31/19) 

Louise E. Gariety (11/19/19) 
 Thomas J. Cheney (12/03/19) 
Margaret Ashcraft (12/25/19) 

M. Annette Garriety (12/25/19) 

Helen Schilling (12/26/19) 

 New Members:  “Our parish family welcomes/welcomes back . . .” 

St. M.:  Jerry, Victoria, and Preston Hill 

St. B.:  Bernard Barhorst 

Parish Notes 

First Reconciliation: (December 14, 2019)    

Roma Betholomey, Hudson 

Burnside, Madalyn Cox, Claire 

Crawford, Luke Crawford, 

Aniya Curtis, Xavier Davis, 

Keivon’ta Dunbar, Aubree   

Evans, Emma Graham, Racquel 

Guillozet, Carter Herbst, 

Brielle Hess, Peter Hules,  

Vincent Karn, Lillian Kemmer, 

Katherine Larger, Zella Nickol, 

Griffin O’Leary 

RCIA Rite of Acceptance & Welcome: 

On Sunday, December 1, at the 9am Mass at St. Mary 

Church,  Elizabeth Bingham and Milli Barhorst 
participated in the RCIA Rite of Welcome for those 

previously baptized.  Sylvia Khera participated in the 

RCIA Rite of Acceptance.  As unbaptized, Sylvia was 

welcomed as a catechumen. All three  will continue 

their faith journey towards Full Communion in the 

Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil Mass on  April 11, 

2 0 20 .  Please  keep these  i nd iv idua l s                                          

and the R.C.I.A. team in your prayers. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.homemade-preschool.com%2Fcpa-happy-new-year-hats.html&psig=AFQjCNGklMRYgIMZYfbx_7GhtQiJOIaIyQ&ust=1451671495954324
http://images.clipartpanda.com/reconciliation-clipart-reconciliation_sacrament_coloring-pages_1.gif


Fun Times this Fall in Religious Education 

Our Fall events were enriching for all ages! Our younger students enjoyed 

Faith Formation Classes, Retreats, Service, and Children's Liturgy this fall. 

We frosted and decorated cookies for our bingo friends, which we gave to 

them after singing and wishing them a Merry Christmas. 

Our Junior High Students assisted many families through their deliveries, 

domestic help, and lawn service.  They are blessed with good teachers such 

as Mrs. Miller and Mrs. Zimmerman.   

Our high school students assisted at Mass and 

learned much at High School Breakfasts and    

Nursing Home BINGO Nights.  Ten of our youth 

earned the Discipleship Pin and Parish Leadership 

Award this December:  Kai Drees, Kelsey Earick, 

Cameron Foster, Torri Foster, Gabe Knapke, Ian 

LaChey, Kirstyn Lee, Sylvia Mitchell, Nick       

Phillips, and Grace Ryan.  Thank you for your                  

involvement in our parish life!  

Adult Faith Formation classes provided rich learning with Bishop Robert Barren & his Word on Fire programs.   

Our first semester of 2020 may be full of wonderful events in Washington DC, Columbus, and northern 

parts of the diocese.  

To support all of these opportunities for all ages, parishioners can join the Seven 

Dollar-A-Month Club.  More members are needed!  At the club’s annual End-of-

Year Dinner, December 7, great food and $1000 plus in prizes were enjoyed!  

Winners in the Reverse Raffle were   $500—David Comolli; $250—Roberta Webb; 

$100—Jean Dugan;  $75—Tom & Dottie Hampshire; $50 + $250 (Last Wall Name  

Present) - Ron & Jill Ventura.  Winning Gift Cards were Jim & Linda Blais, Dick & 

Gail Brandewie, 

Larry & Barb 

Coffing, Ron Curtis, 

JoAnn Hess, Pat & 

Linda Larger, Rick 

& Sue Monroe, 

Jerry & Judy Peltier, 

Shirley Reiber, Jim 

& Connie Stammen. 

George & Peg 

White, Patrick & 

Mary Zimmerman.                                  

     Congrats!   

To join, please see 

the club’s application 

on the  next page or 

contact Diane at the  

parish offices. 
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Religious Education & Youth Ministry—Diane Mengos 
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Catholic Education Fund’s 

SEVEN DOLLAR A MONTH CLUB 
Please help to support our Religious Education and Youth Ministries  

 

By joining the “Seven Dollar A Month Club,” you supply resources for our religious education ministries 
that are provided to you and other parishioners by both of our parishes.  These funds support our 

religious education ministries including: 
 

 Direct Education:  Books; DVDs Program subscriptions; Programming 
elements; classroom supplies; etc… 

 Community Builders:  Activities promoting youth as active members of 
the faith community; Vacation Bible School; Parent Involvement 
Programs 

 Prayer and Worship:  Sacrament Preparation: Reconciliation, First 
Communion, Confirmation; Emphasis on liturgy; provide creative 
individual and communal prayer opportunities; promote diversity among 
celebrations - ecumenism 

 Office Supplies:  Classroom Equipment, copier maintenance, paper, 
storage, etc… 

 Developing Leaders:  Train and utilize youth in leadership roles as parish 
ministries; Continuing Education of Catechists and Directors 

 Community Service:  Service oriented activities, promotion of justice, 
development of self esteem and personal assets, Fund Raisers 

 Opportunities to Speak out:  Promotion of sanctity of life, advocate for 
youth, offer youth a voice in addressing issues 

 Reaching Out to New People:  Outreach activities, proclamation, public 
relations for program, invitation to draw in new children, evangelization 

 Caring for those in need:  Create networks of support for children and 
families; aid for those struggling in special circumstances; discern 
Christian vocation…plant seeds 

 Faith Formation Team: Catechist Meetings, Retreats, Continuing 
Education 

 

 In return for your member fee, you will become a member of the club.  The fiscal year runs 
from January 1 through December 31.  The membership is for one or two and you will be entered in a 

weekly drawing through December 31, 2019.  Each week there will be one $25 winner.  On 
December 7, 2019, there will be cocktails and a dinner party for all club members.  At the dinner party 

a reverse drawing will be held with prizes drawn of $500, $250, $100, $75, and $50.  The first name 

drawn, and every 10th name drawn will receive a door prize.  You do not have to be present to win. 
 
 

You may make your payment in one of four ways: $7.00 every month, $14.00 every other month, $42.00 
now and in June 2019, or one full payment of $84.00.  The application form and payments may be 

dropped into the collection basket or returned to the parish office at 310 S. Downing Street, Piqua, OH  
45356. Please make your check payable to “Catholic Education Fund.” 
 

Thank you for your support of our Religious Education Ministries! 

Please detach and return to parish office; whenever received you are eligible 
for drawings through December 31, 2019 

Contact Diane Mengos, DRE  
Parish Offices 310 S. Downing St., Piqua, OH 45356 

 Name:    
 

 Address:   Phone: (       )  

____Yes! I would like to be a member of the 2020 Seven Dollar A Month Club! Each membership is for one or two 

persons. Each week, one membership wins $25 from the hopper; winners are announced in the Religious Ed column 

of the bulletin and a check is mailed to the home of each winner. 

 Name (s) :_________________________________________________________(Please write one or two names) 

 Address:____________________________________ Phone: (       ) __________________________ 

 City:   ____________  State:_____  Zip:  _______  Email:  ____________________________________  

PAYMENT SCHEDULE:  Send your payment to the address below or place in the collection basket at Mass. 

 ANNUALLY             $84.00           ________Included with this form 

 SEMI-ANNUALLY   $42.00          ________Included with this form; second payment due June 1, 2020 

 EVERY TWO MONTHS $14.00    ________Included with this form; due every other first Sunday of the month 

                 MONTHLY             $ 7.00             ________Included with this form; due First Sunday of each month   

AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  $ ________    Check #________    THANK YOU FOR JOINING! 

Please write checks to the Catholic Education Fund.  Please write “$7 A Month Club 2020” in the check memo. 

Please send this form and payments to  Catholic Education Fund,  Piqua Parishes Office—Attention:  Linda Richard 

310 South Downing Street Piqua, OH  45356 



Piqua Catholic School:   

At Piqua Catholic School (P-8), we are on a mission to BE an example of Jesus’ love 

every day. We are extremely blessed by the support from St. Boniface and St. Mary and 

wish you all the very best in Christ during the year 2020! 

Below are the highlights from the Fall of 2019. We continue to challenge ourselves 

more each day in order to achieve at higher levels. We are dedicated to serving each 

other and our school families as we model the teachings of Jesus Christ. Our focus   

remains in our Lord, always, as we use best practices to educate and encourage our   

students to reach high and work hard for the Lord. 

 

1. Culture- To us and as research shows, having a healthy, safe, and virtue-focused environment is a        

necessity for our staff and students to do their best work. Those who have experienced our culture understand 

how supportive and healthy it is. Our culture will always be a top priority for our school, and we hope to   

invite more families into our Piqua Catholic Family to feel and share this positive, Christ-centered energy. 

2. Intervention Team- Did you know that we have an intervention team consisting of a K-4 Intervention 

Specialist, 5-8 Intervention Specialist, and Title 1 teacher that provides additional support to students who 

need it? Did you know we also offer special education services (i.e. Speech Pathology, Occupational Ther-

apy, Physical Therapy, Clinical School Counseling) to be able to meet the needs of each one of our students? 

Did you know we also have a gifted-enrichment program for students who are far exceeding grade level   

content to keep all students challenged? With this and our highly skilled classroom teachers, students are 

achieving at their highest potentials. This is what makes Piqua Catholic School academically excellent!  

3.  Business Partnership Program– Last year through the direction and leadership of George Atkinson (School 

Board Vice Chair) and Lynn Sever ( School Board Member), Piqua Catholic partnered with 19 local        

businesses through our Business Partnership Program.  The “Why” of this program was to not only bring  

financial support to our school, but, more importantly, to team up with our businesses to seek their help in 

spreading the good news of Piqua Catholic and for us to spread the good news of their business.  Our  
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Our Preschool is continuing to grow and improve.  Follow us on Facebook to see 

the wonderful activities our students do. 

Grants Received:  We are thrilled to announce that our school was awarded 2 

Grants this Fall to further upgrade our security.  We will be purchasing and              

installing 3M Safety and Security Film for the Preschool front door as well as our 

classroom doors.  Thank You to Miami County Foundation and Piqua Commu-

nity Foundation for helping Piqua Catholic School implement the most advanced 

technology designed to keep our students safe. 

The Hannah O’Leary Library:  There is a beautiful new library at the Downing Street Campus in honor of 

Heavenly Hannah.  We were blessed to have Hannah as a student last year.  The library will be open to the 

public at our upcoming Open House during Catholic Schools Week. 

Open House:  On Thursday, January 30th from 6-8pm our campus will host an Informational Open House.  

All are welcome!  Come meet our teachers, tour our classrooms, visit the Hannah O’Leary Library, and learn 

about our extraordinary Early Childhood Education Program. 

Did you know:  Our classes fill up quickly.  We already have registrations through 2022.  If you know any-

one with a child turning 3 in the next few years have them contact Christy Hayes at 

hayesc@piquacatholic.org to hold a spot. 

School News — CFEL, PCS, LCHS 

mailto:hayesc@piquacatholic.org
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businesses have had great things to say about this program and see a true benefit as our Partner.  

This year, we’ve partnered with 7 more local businesses.  As you read on, you will find a list of all 

our partners for the 2019-2020 SY. Please pass the word along to your friends and family that these 

businesses support Piqua Catholic!  I encourage you to use these businesses when possible.  Thanks. 

4. Volleyball- We are excited to announce that our Junior High Volleyball teams (7th and 8th, re-

spectively) are NWCC CHAMPIONS!  7th grade beat Waynesfield-Goshen and 8th grade beat 

Lima Perry to bring home the 1st place trophies! Congratulations lady Cavs!!! Sports for our      

students start in 2nd/3rd grade and continue through 8th grade. Congratulations to all teams during the 

Fall season!  

5. Christmas Concert– Our 4-8 students put on an awesome Christmas Concert on December 5.   

I’m truly impressed with the number of musically talented students in our building who work so 

hard at their craft, challenging themselves to become better. They accompany their fellow students 

on the piano, play another musical instrument, sing, or dance!  It was heartwarming to see all their 

families enJOY this celebration for our Lord, Jesus.  Congratulations to Mrs. Rachel Birman on 

such a great music program! 

BIG NEWS that you’ll want to know! The EdChoice Scholarship Program 

through the Ohio Department of Education has just announced some changes that could positively 

impact many of you or others you may know.  To educate you on these state-funded school scholar-

ships for grades K-12, I’m going to take this article to explain how this may benefit you or your 

family & friends. If you have any questions, please call the school @ 937-773-1564 or email me at 

ZimmermanB@PiquaCatholic.org. 

The EdChoice Scholarship program has two branches: 

*EdChoice Traditional: The traditional side of EdChoice provides students from underperforming 

public schools the opportunity to attend participating private schools. The state has created a docu-

ment found on their website that lists the Designated Public Schools who are considered low per-

forming.  For the 2020-2021 school year, several elementary and high schools in our local com-

munities have been placed on this list including schools in Piqua, Covington, Sidney, Troy, and 

other neighboring towns/cities. This means that students (K-12) who would normally attend one of 

these public schools for the 2020-2021 school year and live within that school district qualify for 

this scholarship.  Currently, this scholarship is in the amount of $4,650 for K-8 and $6,000 for 9-

12, and may increase. Once a student is awarded the scholarship, they are “grandfathered” into the 

program through 12th grade.  As you can see, this is a substantial benefit. 

**EdChoice Expansion: provides low income families the opportunity to send their children to a 

private school by covering the entire tuition. The scholarship amounts are the same as the tradi-

tional side. There is a chart available on the Ohio Department of Education’s website with these in-

come eligibility guidelines. Please let us know if you have questions. 

As you can see, the EdChoice Scholarship program can be a substantial benefit to so many families 

who would like their children to receive a private, faith-based education but don’t have the means 

necessary.  NOW THEY DO! These are YOUR taxpayer dollars coming back to benefit your   

children and ours!  If you or someone you know is interested in learning more about this program, 

please give us a call or send an email: 

Piqua Catholic School (K-8): Brad Zimmerman, Principal | 937-773-1564                                                                                              
ZimmermanB@PiquaCatholic.org 

Lehman Catholic High School (9-12): Denise Stauffer, Principal | 937-498-1161                                      
D.Stauffer@LehmanCatholic.com 

School News Continued 
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School New Continued 
Thank YOU for all you do for 

Piqua Catholic School. As the 

Principal of Piqua Catholic 

School, you have my promise that 

I will stand strong for the values 

and virtue that Jesus has taught us. 

I will hold high standards for my-

self and the staff and students that 

we serve, and I will give of the 

gifts that God has so graciously 

given to me to share with you. I 

ask that you do the same in return 

and to pray for Piqua Catholic 

School. Be a radical Catholic that 

our world so desperately needs. 

The power of God will do the rest!   

 In Jesus’ Love,   

 Brad Zimmerman, Principal 

 

 

 

Platinum ($2,000+) 
Apex Aluminum Die Casting 

Harmony Systems & Service 

Palmer Bolt & Supply Co. 

Paul Sherry Chrysler/RV                 

PSC Crane & Rigging 

Richpak Corporation 

Scott Family McDonald's 

Thrivent Financial- Spencer Peltier 

 & Mark Reedy 

Unity National Bank 

 

Gold ($1,500+) 
Edison State Community College 

 

Silver ($1,000+) 
Buecker, Davis & Gunter 

Ferguson Construction Co. 

Hampshire Cabinetry 

Hemm's Glass Shops, Inc. 

McCulloch, Felger, Fite & Gutmann, Co 

Murray, Wells, Wendeln & Robinson 

VPP Industries 

 

Bronze ($500+) 
Crayex Corporation 

Faulkner, Garmhausen, Keister & Shenk 

French Oil Mill Machinery Co 

Galbreath Realty Service 

Jackson Tube Service Inc. 

Jamieson & Yannucci Funeral Home 

Piqua Battery 

Piqua Store N' Lock 
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School News Continued 

December 7, 2019 — A Piqua Catholic School Fundraiser  



January: 

1: Happy New Year 

20:   Martin Luther King Day, No School 

26:   Catholic Schools Week Begins 

Theme: “Catholic Schools: Learn. Serve. 

Lead. Succeed” 

29: PCS Open House, 6-8pm 

30:  CFEL Open House, 6-8pm 

February:  

2: Donuts/Coffee 

8:     Welcome to CRHP Women’s Retreat 

14:   Happy Valentine’s Day 

17: Presidents’ Day, No School 

18: LCHS Open House, 6-8:30pm 

22:   Welcome to CRHP Men’s Retreat 

26:   Ash Wednesday 

March: 

10:  Communal Penance Service, 

7pm, St. Mary Church 

17: Happy St. Patrick’s Day 

22: Confirmation, St. B., 1:30pm 

24:   The Light is On—Confession at 

Both Parishes—7-9pm  

26-27-28: LCHS Musical— ”Anything Goes” 

 

Upcoming Dates — Please watch the bulletin for additional information. St. Boniface Catholic Church 

310 S. Downing, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

937-773-1656; fax 773-2665 

Email: stboniface@piquaparishes.org 

 Masses:  Saturday, 3:30pm 

Sunday, 7am and 11am 

Pastoral Council President:               

Bill Hogston 

St. Mary Catholic Church 

528 Broadway, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

937-773-1327; fax 773-2665 

Email: stmary@piquaparishes.org 

Masses:  Saturday, 5pm 

Sunday, 9am, 7pm 

Pastoral Council President:                 

Bob Hartings 

Parish Offices 

310 S. Downing, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

Website: piquaparishes.org 

Pastor: Rev. Daniel P. Hunt 
                              

St. Mary Catholic Church 

528 Broadway 

Piqua, Ohio 45356 
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Prayer Chain—Contact Gretchen Roeth, 

778-0325 or groeth@woh.rr.com 

Charismatic Mass—1st Monday of each 

month, St. B.,7:30pm 

RCIA —  For more info,                     

Deacon Mike Knight, 773-1656 

St. Boniface Bingo  

Monday & Wednesday Evening 

Doors Open—5pm @ DSC 

Fall Newsletter Assemblers: 

Bonne Decknadel,                                                

Doug & Dolores Latham, Barb Kohl 

Melissa  McEldowney                                           

Dave & Cindy Nelson                                        

Chuck & Nancy Peltier                                        

John & Sylvia Piatt                                                 

Gary & Gretchen Roeth   

Don & Gloria Stonerock                       

Juanita Ventura, Peg White 

Thanks! 
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